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Many of us are feeling the strain of the 
moment we are living in. Each week brings 
new headlines ð government actions, 
international conflicts, allegations of 
injustice, images of violence ð that stir 
anger, fear, and grief. Some of you ask, 
ñWhy isnôt the church speaking out more 
clearly about this?ò Others say, just as 
sincerely, òI donôt come to church to hear 
what I already hear everywhere else.ò The 
people making both statements deserve 
respect. 
 
The church does not exist to be silent in 
the face of suffering; nor does it exist to 
function as 
another partisan 
pundit, party, or 
platform. Our 
calling is older, 
deeper, and ð if 
we are faithful ð 
more disruptive 
than either 
outrage or 
silence. The 
church exists to 
form people in 
the way of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Most of us are being discipled far more 
than we realize. Not primarily by pastors 
or Scripture, but by news cycles, social 
media, and algorithms designed to 
reinforce what we already believe. We are 
trained ð hour by hour ð to sort the 
world into heroes and villains, to speak 
quickly, to listen poorly, and to assume 
the worst about those who disagree with 
us. If the church simply echoes that 
formation, even with better intentions, we 
offer nothing new. 
 
But if the church retreats into silence, we 
risk something just as damaging, 

communicating that the life and teachings 
of Jesus have little to say about the real 
world. 
 
Jesus charted a different path. He refused 
the easy categories of his time. He spoke 
truth without surrendering to cruelty. He 
confronted injustice without dehumanizing 
his opponents. He formed communities 
whose allegiance to God relativized every 
other loyalty. As he put it, ñMy kingdom is 
not from this worldò (John 18:36) ð not 
meaning that it has nothing to say to the 
world, but that it does not speak on the 
worldôs terms. 

 
The New 
Testament 
consistently pulls 
the church back to 
its formative 
center. 
who weôre called to 
be and 
how weôre to 
behave as Christ 
followers. ñDo not 
be conformed to 
this world, but be 
transformed by the 

renewing of your mindsò (Romans 12:2). 
ñLet your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with saltò (Colossians 4:6). 
ñSpeak the truth in loveò (Ephesians 4:15). 
These are not evasions; they are disciplines 
ð hard ones ð that make truthful speech 
possible. 
 
Unity, in Scripture, is not sameness of 
opinion. It is shared submission. ñMake 
every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peaceò  
(Ephesians 4:3). ñIf one member suffers, 
all suffer together with itò (1 Corinthians 
12:26). ñBy this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for 
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Worship in  
February 

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
 

Series: 
The Whole Life of Christ  

in Us 
 

February 1 
ñWhat Does Holiness Look Like?ò 

Galatians 5:13-26 
 

February 8 
ñThe Compassionate Lifeò 

Luke 10:25-37 
 

Series: 
The Mountains of God 

 
February 15 

ONE SERVICE ONLYð10:00 a.m. 
ñThe Mountain of Renewalò 

Genesis 8:1-22 
 

February 18 
Ash Wednesday 

ñPreparation of the Heartò 
Psalm 51 

Pastor David Pranga preaching 
 

February 22 
ñThe Mountain of Obedienceò 

Genesis 22:1-14 
Pastor Nate Ryan preaching 

The Church office will be closed on  
Monday, February 16 for Presidentsô Day. 
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BREWSTER BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF 
 
Lead Pastor:               Rev. Dr. Doug Scalise 
Executive Pastor:      Rev. David Pranga 
Pastor of Worship:   Rev. Joe Greemore 
Pastor of Discipleship:   Rev. Nate Ryan 
Music Director:         Chris Morris 
Family Ministry  
Coordinator:              Gwyneth Preu 
Administration:        Sharon Kautz 
                                     Annie Scola 
                                     Dan Jones  
Facilities Manager:  Tom Swaida 
Sextons:                      Chuck Hilton 
                                     Jason Lussier 
                                     Nathan Carr 
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Aˎˎ˕ˁˌ M˅˅˔ˉˎˇ 

one anotherò (John 13:35). 
 
In a polarized age, that kind of unity, is itself, a witness. Our task is not to comment on every 
outrage, nor to ignore them. Our task is to keep lifting up Jesus ð his teachings, his virtues, 
his way of being human ð so that when we do speak, we speak from a different spirit. A 
spirit shaped by love, humility, courage, mercy, and hope. A spirit capable of being heard by 
people whose lives, like our own, are being formed every day by forces that profit from 
division. 
 
The churchôs voice matters most when it sounds like Jesus. 
 
Praying for all of us, 
Pastor Doug Scalise 

On Sunday, February 15, we will have ONE combined service at 10:00 a.m., followed by the 
Annual Meeting at 11:15 a.m. Join us to celebrate all that God has done at BBC in 2025 and 
exciting opportunities to encounter God in 2026. After the meeting, we will have a celebration 
lunch. Please register online to let us know that you're coming and if you'd like to bring a 
salad or dessert.   
 
If you have questions regarding the 2026 Budget, Pastor David will be leading an                
informational meeting to go over the budget and answer any questions on                             
Saturday, February 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. 
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Sːˉ˒ˉ˔˕ˁˌ Fˏ˒ˍˁ˔ˉˏˎ 
Nancy and Ramzy Asfour, Spiritual Formation Core Ministry Leaders 
774-994-3277             nancylasfour@gmail.com 
Nate Ryan, Pastor 
508-896-3381         nryan@brewsterbaptistchurch.org 

This month, we are excited to announce two new discipleship opportunities that we hope will 
expose members of our congregation to the wide breadth of the churchôs history and        
traditions as we seek to grow to become more like Jesus through cultivating spiritual disci-
plines, being immersed in Godôs Word, and demonstrating love for both God and neighbor in 
our country and our world. 
 

Devotional Classics Class     
 
The first is our upcoming Devotional Classics 
class, which will run 7 weeks, with two offer-
ingsðone on Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. and the 
other on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m., beginning the 
week of February 8.  Devotional Classics is a 
wonderful resource, edited by Richard Foster and 
James  Bryan Smith, that takes excerpts from 
classic texts on the topic of Christian spirituality 
from the history of the church and turns them into digestible reflections that invite us into 
deeper prayer, thoughtful engagement, and spiritual renewal. Each class will include reading 
from a classic Christian writer, followed by a guided discussion, and conclude with practical         
suggestions for cultivating spiritual practices that can be woven into the daily rhythms of life, 
to nurture a vibrant inner life with God. 
 
This class will be an opportunity to dive deeper following the 6-week sermon series ñThe 
Whole Life of Christ in Usò, which began in the new year. It is intended to introduce our       
congregation to the 6 historic streams of Christian spirituality found in the churchôs tradition: 
1.) The Sacramental Life (The Incarnational Tradition)  
2.) The Spirit-Empowered Life (The  Charismatic Tradition) 
3.) The Word-Centered Life (The Evangelical Tradition) 
4.) The Prayer-Filled Life (The Contemplative Tradition)  
5.) The Virtuous Life (The Holiness Tradition) 
6.) The Compassionate Life (The Social Justice Tradition)  
 
The Devotional Classics class will spend one week unpacking each of these traditions. The 
schedule for the class is listed below. If you are interested, you can sign up for either course 
offering on the churchôs website, via the church app, or by visiting the spiritual formation   
table in the sanctuary lobby on Sunday mornings. 
 
Preparing for the Spiritual Life ï Wednesday, Feb. 11, or Thursday, Feb. 12 
The Prayer-Filled Life (The Contemplative Tradition) ï Wednesday, Feb. 18, or Thursday, Feb. 19 
The Virtuous Life (The Holiness Tradition) ï Wednesday, Feb. 25, or Thursday, Feb. 26 
The Spirit-Empowered Life (The Charismatic Tradition) ï Wednesday, Mar. 4, or Thursday, Mar. 5 
The Compassionate Life (The Social Justice Tradition) ï Wednesday, Mar. 11, or Thursday, Mar. 12 
The Word-Centered Life (The Evangelical Tradition) ï Wednesday, Mar. 18, or Thursday, Mar. 19 
The Sacramental Life (The Incarnational Tradition) ï Wednesday, Mar. 25, or Thursday, Mar. 26 
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The Mountains of God All-Church Series 
 
The second discipleship opportunity is a new all-
church small group series, titled ñThe Mountains of 
Godò which will run 9 weeks, in conjunction with our 
Sunday messages. Throughout Lent and Holy Week 
last year, we journeyed together through the 
ñGardens of God,ò seeing how the theme of gardens 
can be used to tell the entire narrative arc of Godôs 
redemption of humanity, from bondage to sin to new 
life in Christ. This year, as a kind of sequel to that series, ñThe Mountains of Godò will tell the 
story of the gospel through highlighting mountaintop experiences where God reveals Himself 
in new and     
transformative ways to His people.  
 
The series will begin the week of Sunday, February 15, and small group leader and participant 
guides will be available. If you are not currently in a small group and would like to join one for 
this series, please feel free to sign up on the church website, the church app, or by visiting 
the spiritual formation table in the sanctuary lobby on Sunday mornings. 
 

Week of February 15 ï The Mountain of Renewal (Genesis 8:1-22) 
Week of February 22 (Lent #1) ï The Mountain of Obedience (Genesis 22:1-14) 
Week of March 1 (Lent #2) ï The Mountain of Promise (Exodus 19:16-20; 24:12-18) 
Week of March 8 (Lent #3) ï The Mountain of Power (1 Kings 18:16-39) 
Week of March 15 (Lent #4) ï The Mountain of Temptation (Matthew 4:1-11) 
Week of March 22 (Lent #5) ï The Mountain of Peace (Matthew 5-7) 
Week of March 29 (Holy Week) ï  

Sunday, March 29 (Palm Sunday) ï The Mountain of Illumination (Matthew 17:1-8) 
Thursday, April 2 (Maundy Thursday) ï The Mountain of Surrender (Matthew 26:36-46) 
Friday, April 3 (Good Friday) ï The Mountain of Obedience (again) (Luke 23:33-46) 

Week of April 5 (Easter Sunday) ï The Mountain of Resurrection (Matthew 28:16-20) 
Week of April 12 ï The Mountain of Exaltation (Acts 1:9-12) 
Week of April 19 ï The Mountain of Worship (Revelation 14:1-5) 

Menôs Bible Study meets on Monday     
mornings at 7:30 a.m. in person or on Zoom, 
and on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m.   
in person. New participants are welcome at 
any time.  

Womenôs Bible Study meets on    
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in  
person or on Zoom, and on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. in person or on 
Zoom. New participants are welcome 
at any time.  
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Wˏ˒˓ˈˉː Mˉˎˉ˓˔˒˙ 
Shelby Greemore and Linda Viprino, Worship Core Ministry Leaders 
508-896-3381  sgreemore2016@gmail.com / lindervip2@aol.com 
Joe Greemore, Pastor 
508-896-3381 W jgreemore@brewsterbaptistchurch.org 

S˔˕˄˅ˎ˔ Mˉˎˉ˓˔˒˙ 
Sharon Kautz, Student Core Ministry Leader 
508-577-5361 C Sharon@brewsterbaptistchurch.org 
Nate Ryan, Pastor 
508-896-3381 W nryan@brewsterbaptistchurch.org 

January was a month filled with many mixed emotions for our 
Student Ministry. We were planning for, and anxiously        
anticipating, our annual winter retreat weekend at Camp    
Berea, but due to the heavy snowstorm we received on   
Sunday, January 25, we decided to postpone our trip. This 
decision was made with heavy hearts, but with the safety and 
well-being of our students and volunteers as our highest    
priority. I (Pastor Nate) am grateful to Sharon Kautz, Pastor Doug, and Pastor David for the 
advisement they gave me throughout the week prior, to ensure we made the right call at the 
right time. Also, a big thank you to the parents who reached out to voice their questions and 
concerns, for these proved to be invaluable perspectives, as well. 
 
Thankfully, we were able to secure a new weekend for our trip at no additional cost to the 
church, either on Camp Bereaôs end or on the bus companyôs end. The new dates for our trip 
will be March 6-8. It is our sincere hope and prayer that, not only will we be able to take 
most all of our students who initially registered for our retreat weekend, but also that we 
might be able to add a few more, given the extended time our students have to invite their 
friends! We look forward to seeing the ways God will move this weekend, as our students are 
invited to take one step in their commitment to following Jesus. I have full faith that lives will 
change as our students respond to the Gospel, perhaps for the first time, and have a blast 
engaging in fun activities and bonding together as the family of God. 

Join our Flower Team! 
 
You donôt have to be a florist, or even artisticé! 
Are you willing to answer someoneôs question or 
give information and direction thatôs already  
supplied to you? Then you more than qualify! If 
you are willing to be responsible, for one month 
out of the year, to call someone who has signed 
up to dedicate flowers, weôd love to talk with 
you. Please call Pat Lindquist at 774-212-5093 or 
email mamalindquist@gmail.com. 
 
Looking forward to your participation! 
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E˖˅ˎ˔˓ 
Welcome Center Hosts - Appreciation Luncheon 
The Welcome Center Hosts serve in a very important role, in    
providing information to visitors and members, alike. They help to 
create a welcoming, friendly atmosphere in our church.  
 
In appreciation of their service to the Lord, an appreciation Luncheon 
for our hosts will be held on Sunday, February 8 at 11:00 a.m. 
(after the 10:00 a.m. service). More details will be provided as the 
date approaches. 

Blood Pressure Clinic ï  
Sunday, February 8 

The Caring Nurses will be holding 
an in-person blood pressure clinic 
on Sunday, February 8 from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE. 
Feel free to bring your home blood 
pressure kit to compare with our 
calibrated blood pressure machines. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Lisa Freeman at 
Lfree125@comcast.net.  

BBC Goes to the Movies:  
Friday, February 13 at 6:00 p.m. 
Groundhog Day (February 12, 1993) 
101 minutesðDirected by Harold Ramis. 
Starring Bill Murray (Phil Connors), Andie 
MacDowell (Rita), & Chris Elliott (Larry). 
 

Theme for Reflection: 
What if there were no tomorrow? What if 
there were no consequences for what you 
did today? How would 
that shape the way 
you live? 

 
Introduction ð A Theological Lens 
Groundhog Day follows cynical TV weatherman Phil Connors, who finds 
himself mysteriously trapped reliving the same dayðFebruary 2ð
repeatedly. Philôs predicament raises spiritual questions: What happens 
when grace seems endlessly available? What does repentance look like 
when there are no immediate consequences? How does a person      
discover true vocation? 

mailto:Lfree125@comcast.net
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The Christian Menôs Luncheon will be 
on Thursday, February 26 at 
noon in Fellowship Hall. Please    
register in advance. The cost for 
lunch is $20, and if you bring a 
friend, they can have lunch for free! 

The Womenôs Book Discussion Group 
meets on Thursday, February 26 
at 1:00 p.m., in the Choir Room  
behind the Sanctuary. This month, 
the group will be discussing ñFlight 
of Dreamsò by Ariel Lawhon. 
 
The group typically meets on the 
fourth Thursday of the month, and 
new members are always welcome. 
 

E˖˅ˎ˔˓ 
Join us in the Chapel on    
February 18 at 6:00 p.m. for 
an Ash Wednesday Service.  

Pastor David Pranga will share 
about ñPreparations of the 
Heartò from Psalm 51.   
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Save the date for the second Great Puzzle Quest, which was a huge success last year! 
This event, on Saturday, February 28 at 4:00 p.m., will bring people together to complete 
various puzzles in Fellowship Hall that will lead them to hunt for clues around the church. The 
focus will be connected to this yearôs Vacation Bible School theme of Rainforest Falls, where 
weôll be exploring the Nature of God and who He is for our lives. This event is being designed 
by Sarah LaFollette, who has designed escape rooms for a living, and should be a lot of fun.  

The Great Puzzle Quest 
2025 
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C˅ˌ˅˂˒ˁ˔ˉˏˎ˓ 

Ringing in the New Year with our Student Ministry 

White Elephant Yankee Swap 
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Church Women United event recognized Andy and Sharon Palmer with a Human Rights 
Award for compassionate service as foster parents and founders of the Cape Cod Foster     
Closet. Their acceptance speech was a testimonyé sharing how their faith in God led and   
sustained them.  

Staff Retreat  

Disciple Making Leader Lab at Osterville Baptist Church 


